
  Tsamai
Population: 25,000
Language:  Tsamai
People Cluster: Omotic
Location: Only in 
Ethiopia,  in Omo region, 
lowlands west of Lake 
Chamo
Religion: ethnic religion
% Christian: 2 % 
% Evangelical: 1.5 %
Christian resources 
available: only gospel 
recordings, no Bible, Jesus 
film or radio

The people:  

The Tsamai/Tsemai are also known as the 

Tsamako.  They live in the plain of the 

Weyt'o River. Their administrative and trade 

center is in Weyto town. 

They may have been part of the Konso 

people.  Due to raids from the Borana, they 

crossed the Sagan River to settle among the 

Banna and Dime and intermingled with them. 

They are neighbored by the agressive Hamar 

and Banna, with whom they have built a 

strong alliance, on the west and south west, 

by the Arbore on the south, by the Gawada 

and Kerkert on the east and by the Maale on 

the north. 

They herd cattle and grow crops such as 

sorghum and maize. They use the hoe to 

cultivate the land; they learned how to use 

hoes from SIM missionaries.  The hoes 

alllowed them to enlarge their ponds to save 

rainwater to give them water during 

droughts.

Many women wear leather clothing. Many 

Tsamai men carry small stools with them.
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Prayer Points

➣ Pray for the Ethiopian churches in the diaspora and in 
Ethiopia to mobilize their people & resources to reach the 
Tsamai for Christ.

➣ Pray that the Lord will open the hearts of the Tsamai to 
hear the gospel and be followers of Christ.

➣ Ask God to raise up laborers, especially among the Konso, 
who have a good relationship with them, who will work to 
reach and intercede for the Tsamai.

➣ Pray for translation of the Bible to begin in the Tsamai 
language.

➣ Pray for the availability of the Jesus Film in the Tsamai 
language, as they have a very low literacy rate.

For information on adopting the Tsamai of Ethiopia

      www.hornofafrica.org

      www.engagers.org
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“How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed?  
And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?  
And how are they to hear without someone preaching?  
And how are they to preach unless they are sent?  
As it is written ‘How beautiful  are the feet of those who preach the 
good news!”  Romans 10: 14 - 15
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Religious Beliefs: 

The Tsamai are predominantly followers of their ethnic religion which 
believes that the male and female star created the world.

God has raised up two Tsamai evangelists to reach their own people!
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