
What Are Their Lives Like?
The Borana are a large sub-tribe of the
Oromo people, but they differ significantly
from other Oromo people in lifestyle and
religion. Some experts claim that there are
only 873,000 Borana in southern Ethiopia;
other experts state that there are at least
seven million people who identify
themselves as Borana. Most of this group
is semi-nomadic pastoralists who live in
the desert. Like many other nomadic
groups in east Africa, they suffer greatly
from drought and famine as well as tribal
battles. They value belonging to a group,
which they call "tokuma," and they have a
reputation for being sociable, hospitable
and easy-going. They get their water from
rivers, and they lack medical services.

Borana Oromo of Ethiopia

Population: 1,573,000

Language: Oromo, Borana-Arsi-Guji

Religion: Ethnic Religions

% Christian: 4%

% Evangelical: 1.30%

Bible Available: Bible Complete (2022)

Ministry Resources: Jesus Film & 
Audio Bible

Picture Credit: Joshua Project

Who Are the Borona Oromo?
The various Oromo people groups are the
largest, most widely dispersed groups in
Ethiopia. They also reside in Kenya,
Somalia and Egypt. Composed of
approximately a dozen tribal clusters,
these peoples prefer just the term "Oromo"
when speaking of themselves. Nearly all of
these peoples speak mutually intelligible
dialects of a language called "Oromo,
Borana-Arsi-Guji". Although they retain
similarities in their descent system, they
differ considerably in religion, lifestyle and
political organization. The Oromo have
various clans, including the Borana. 



What Are Their Beliefs?
The majority of the Borana Oromo are Muslim; however, they still practice their
traditional religion. These ethnic religionists worship a supreme being named Waqa.
Wadaja feasts are organized on various occasions, and they sacrifice livestock in
Waqa's honor. Today, these feasts reflect a Muslim influence. Borana Oromo believe
that objects such as trees, springs, and rocks have spirits. They also believe that
spirits called jinn may take possession of people. Adults fast during Ramadan (the
Muslim holy month), but few celebrate other Muslim festivals.

What Are Their Needs?
Oromo villages usually have no electricity. Medical care is poor, and access to
medicine is limited. Their water supply comes from rivers and springs. Today, there is
a great need for Christian workers among the Oromo. Also, leadership training and
discipleship of new believers is critical if growth is to continue, and new churches are
to be planted. There is potential for Oromo movements to Christ, but workers must go!

Prayer Points
Pray for workers to go to each Oromo people, especially the Borana clan. 
Pray for Oromo disciples to make other disciples who will make even more
disciples!
Pray for spiritual hunger among the Borana Oromo people, especially their
leaders.
Pray for the Lord to show himself powerful and loving by providing abundance to
the Borana Oromo people.
Ask the Lord to bring forth a strong Borana Oromo church for the glory of His
name!
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